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Giving generously

Corporate philanthropy is a key part of business in B.C.

amal Mroke has seen,

perhaps more clearly

than many, the direct
benefits of corporate philan-
thropy,

The Davie Stroct restiuratewr
travels o India for three weoks
every year o help fund and over-
gee threa-day medical camps
where people recelve sight-pre-
SQTVInE cotaract surgery, eye
glasses or medications. He is
among 1 large band of Vancou-
veriies who go abroad o perform
philanthrople waork.

Mroke told wrirer Glen Kor-
strom that he finds going in per-
son, riather than slmply writing

& cheque, helps him feel better '

inside and galn peripective on
his buesy lile in Vasieouver (s nest
of the year.

“¥au realizeé that whan youo
spend three to four weeks in
Inclis helping poor people, it does
i lot of good,” hesaid.

Corporate giving certainly
[‘Il..‘lr!i [ iignlrﬁ'ﬂnl and ever-
growing role within B.C.'s busi
ness communicy. Mroke's story is
Emaong the many, many eximples
af philanthrapy outlined in this
'J.'[-n:"s_-.iwri:al Whilte Editon pufh-
lished by Business in Yancouver
(enelnsed with this week's news-

paper)
Corporate giving certainly
plays a signficant and
ever-growing role
within B.C.'s business
community

Often it is individual donors
Iike Mrake that shell ot the big
donnations. Indeed, with a llnle
imagination, small businesses
can have a hlu pmpact mraugh

well-placed giving, suggests
Peter Mitham in his report for

Punjab each Februnry to finence and overses sy surparien for the poor

the White Edidon. e
BIVintroduced ——

the White Edition |

a year ago Lo locws II :

attention on Lhe
connectlon berween |
charitable organiza- |
tions or non-prof- |
its mndl the buslness
community, In this
edition, we examine
how companies are |
Incorporaling the prin- |
ciples of philanthropy |
within their overel! busi- |
ness strategies, and how | -
individual enmrepreneurs |
are making thelr philan-  §
thropic marks, E
The White Edition [
is the last of this year's |
four-part COLOUR series, | P
foll wring the Black (Prof- | .-;.""""I'E'Lu 5"
itshility), Green (Sustain- | #
abilicy) and Blue (Invest- | -
ment] instatments, in what |
1% seﬂasmefourpnmary |I P === -r-q'" i
colours of business. | o

"

sy I

Paul Horrs, BIV Editorial
Director - Special Products
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“It’s the system. | won’t say corruption,

but Indian systems are different.

This way, I control my money ™ sa bt owner kel Woke
o why B visils India in persan bo supervise his pedanihrop helping the poor get eve serpery

Eye contact: india Blstro owner Kamal Mroke visits his birth region of the Punjab each
February to finance and oversee eye surgeries for the poaor

Babicki is probably best known to many
Vancouverites for being the guy who engin-
eered the former Westooast Energy building
on West Georgia betwesn Jervis and Ijmup;h-
ton strects In the late gfias,

That earthquake-resisient building is now
knenwn as the Qube condo development.

Babicki's salunteer project was in con-
lunction with both Industry Canada anl
Vancouver-based Builders Withoul Borders.

Lhat non-profit arganization (www,build-
erswithoutborders.ca) s fcilitazed other
relicf projects |n Turkey, India, Sri Lanka,
Haiti and the Maldives,

Its president, Neil Griggs, co-founded the
organizalion seven years ago 2ivd has seen
approximateiy 25 people travel (o thess re
gions o voluntcer on building projects

Griges helps find volunteers and con

Pt O I AITTE

nects them with prajects but he alse volun-
teers abroad himeself, He has been to all of
the countries where his organization has had
frrarjects excepi for the Maldives, he sald,

Volunteers such as Vancouver engineer
ol Culbert have gone an more |han one
EXCUTSIOML.

Culbert helped organize the rebuilding of
135 chlld centres and medical clinics for Save
the Children Canada following India’s 2001
carthyuake, Earlier this vear, he used three
weeks of his vacation time to fake part in s
World Vision project to help rebuild Pak-
istan following an carthquake,

"They needed somebody with my sort of ex-
pericnce to help them with initial reconnals-
sance and planning of bow o rebeild schools

in remote ocations” e said. “Tt's mo vacation

let's past i that wey. Bat, I'm beoov o do it™ w



